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OUR MISSION
We cultivate inclusive environments to
advance interfaith relationships and
understanding. 

89%

We envision a world where differences are
honored, similarities are built upon, and
everyone belongs. 

OUR VISION

FOUR AUTONOMOUS ORGANIZATIONS.
ONE COMMUNITY MODELING HOPE.
America is the most religiously diverse nation in human history — and the most religiously devout nation in
the western hemisphere. There is no doubt that religious identity will continue to play an increasingly
prominent role in the trajectory of our society, and we need bridge builders.   

Tri-Faith Initiative is not a religious organization, but rather an autonomous 501(c)(3) that works with three
equally autonomous, co-located religious partners: Temple Israel, Countryside Community Church, and
American Muslim Institute. 

We advocate for religious freedom and educate on religious diversity. We celebrate religious pluralism as a
social norm and affirm that all people relate to religion differently; our mission extends well beyond bricks
and mortar and the traditions of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 

OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS

WOULD RECOMMEND 

TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE

TO A FRIEND

2022 Impact Report photo credits: Cindy Kohll (Race, Religion & Social Justice Conference), Debra Kaplan (United We Walk)1



Wendy Goldberg,
Executive Director & Co-Founder,
Tri-Faith Initiative

Joe Gerstandt,
Board Chair,
Tri-Faith Initiative

Eighteen years into an audacious experiment in interfaith collaboration, we are more confident than ever that
people with different beliefs and identities can co-exist when love triumphs over hate. But love, empathy and
pluralism are infinitely bigger than four buildings and a bridge. The lessons we learn from the Tri-Faith Commons
— and the invaluable hope they awaken — must take root in the hearts and minds of our business leaders,
educators, and policymakers. Unequivocally, 2022 represented a major leap forward in that direction. 

As planned, we debuted our first annual Race, Religion, and Social Justice Conference, DEI-branded
workshops, and the 2022 United We Walk: A walk for an inclusive Omaha. The launch of these programs
encapsulates our progress on ideating, formulating, and implementing policies, best practices, and underlying
principles for interfaith relationships. Additionally, we were able to diversify our revenue streams by adding
earned income sources and securing our first-ever grants from national funders.

We paid homage to outgoing board members Lisa Lewis, Mary Fraser Meints, Farhan Khan, and Deb McCollister.
We also celebrated outgoing Board Chair Dr. Ali S. Khan, whose exceptional leadership was especially
appreciated during the chaos of COVID-19. In turn, our board welcomed to its ranks Dr. Ilene Arnold, Rev. Dr.
Keith Herron, Abdul Mackie, Harnoor Dhaliwal, and Ralph Kellogg. We greatly expanded our staff capacity, too;
Communications Manager Corey Oldenhuis, Mission Advancement Coordinator Megan Griffiths, Administrative
Coordinator Kalil Johnson, and Program Associate Lucas Schulte, PhD, joined the Tri-Faith team. 

Erik Servellon, formerly our Deputy Director, was promoted to Vice President of Operations & Development.
Since joining the team in 2020, Erik has been instrumental in growing the Tri-Faith Center as a space of
community and connection. He's also grown and diversified our funding streams, helping ensure the future of our
work. The success of United We Walk highlights his ability to convene diverse groups across differences on a
grand scale. 

Jeremy Fricke, formerly our Education & Program Director, was promoted to Vice President of Mission
Advancement for the incredible work he’s done developing programs and educational opportunities for people
around the world since 2019. His development of the Race, Religion & Social Justice Conference and vision for
the nascent Religious Equity Seminar testify to his ability to strategically direct our future as an organization. 

As you will see in this report, there are so many wonderful ways in which we significantly advanced our mission
and expanded our reach as an organization. But we couldn’t have had the year we did without contributions —
tangible and intangible — from Bridge Builders like you. We're excited for even bigger things to come in 2023,
and it's an honor to share this journey. 

With deep gratitude for you, 

DEAR TRI-FAITH COMMUNITY, 
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CORE VALUES
TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE'S 

Courage  
We are bold, innovative, and forthright, even in uncertainty.

Empathy 
We cultivate understanding and compassion.

Inclusion 
We create environments that welcome and value diverse
people and ideas. 

Resilience 
We adapt to thrive, resisting narratives of fear and hate. 

Lifelong Learning
We always strive to improve our knowledge and impact. 
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of survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed that Tri-Faith "helps
me connect with people of diverse
religious identities" 

83%
of survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed that Tri-Faith "helped
me understand values that different
worldviews hold in common" 

84% 

Interfaith work is a healer, a uniter... I heart what Tri-Faith
Initiative is doing. I'm all in... If we could do what [Tri-Faith is]
doing times a million, our country would be in such a better place."
– Rachel Laser, President & CEO of Americans United for the Separation of Church and State

2022
IMPACT
BY THE NUMBERS

EMPATHY INCLUSION

of survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed that Tri-Faith “helped
me learn something new about the
beliefs and/or practice of a religion
or belief system”

83%

LIFELONG LEARNING

80%
of survey respondents agreed or
strongly agreed that Tri-Faith “helps
me dismantle stereotypes and
assumptions about people of diverse
religious identities”

COURAGE
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I was struck by a realization that this space, in
Omaha, Nebraska of all places, was one of the
most diverse I had ever been in... As a young
Muslim woman, there are not many spaces in
the U.S. where I feel truly able to be my whole
self; Tri-Faith is now one of those spaces."

Yasmine Jakmouj came to Omaha to attend Creighton University, where she currently studies as a graduate
student and works at the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. Her experience as a religious minority at
the school, a Catholic Jesuit institution, inspired her to get more involved with her Muslim faith — a journey
her collegiate peers and colleagues fully supported. A brief search for mosques in the area led her to
American Muslim Institute, one of Tri-Faith Initiative’s three faith partners. 

Yasmine is no stranger to interfaith relationships; her Catholic mother and Muslim father have enjoyed 30
years of marriage. “I grew up in sort of a microcosm of [the Tri-Faith] project,” she joked. But navigating
two different religious traditions can be difficult if you don't see religious pluralism modeled elsewhere in
society; Yasmine admits to having struggled with "a bit of an identity crisis" at one point in her life. 

But as she became more acquainted with a community that reflected her personal experience, she felt
inspired. “I came here [to Tri-Faith] and I was like, ‘Wow, people can actually love and care about each other
regardless of their faith identity,'" she said. “That wasn’t news to me because of my parent’s marriage, but
it’s definitely news to many other people. They don't think something like [my parent's marriage] or Tri-
Faith could ever be successful. For me, it's deeply personal and inspires a lot of hope.” 

"FOR ME, IT'S DEEPLY PERSONAL"
IMPACT STORY: YASMINE JAKMOUJ 

In 2022, Yasmine attended our inaugural Race, Religion &
Social Justice Conference. “So much of that has stayed with
me," she said. "It was such a unique experience in Omaha, and
I recognized people from Creighton and UNO and various
other groups that are doing really great work here.” 

Perhaps what excites Yasmine the most is the impact Tri-Faith
is having beyond Omaha city limits. She recounts visiting a
mosque in Minnesota, where a woman told her that Tri-Faith
Initiative had inspired some of her friends in the local Turkish
Muslim community there to consider purchasing land in
conjunction with another faith community. 

“My personal goal for Tri-Faith would be to have it be an
epicenter where people learn and observe and take that
collaboration back to their own communities,” Yasmine said. 

Yasmine, second from left, attending a session in
the Tri-Faith Center during the 2022 Race,
Religion & Social Justice Conference 
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2022 Tri-Faith Initiative Survey Respondents 2019 Pew Research Center National Survey (Mean Thermometer Ratings)
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Tri-Faith Particpants Have Warmer Feelings Toward Different Religious Groups

A BEACON OF HOPE IN A DARK CLIMATE

Furthermore, recent Supreme Court cases have challenged
an integral American concept: the separation of church and
state. National discourse has been soured by those who
implicitly and explicitly frame "religious liberty" as the right
of one religious group to exercise supremacy over all others
— a dangerous perversion that must be condemned. 

Tri-Faith Initiative is a beacon of hope against this dark
climate created by well-funded systems of fear and hate.
These systems use lies and misinformation to stoke
oppression of the religious "other." 

As a uniquely equipped interfaith nonprofit, we address the
need of the moment through educational and relational
programs, advocacy actions, and thought leadership. We
believe that combating the rise in hate crimes and
decreasing hostilities among religions begins by cultivating
empathy and understanding of the wonderfully diverse
religious identities present in our society. 

According to the Pew Research Center, "social hostilities
involving religion” are hitting all-time highs, particularly
between faiths. Nearly 80% of hate crimes with religious
bias target Jewish and Muslim folks, even though they make
up only 3% of the U.S. population. 

In Nebraska, religiously motivated hate crimes rose 250%
from 2019 to 2020. In December 2022, Stacker ranked
the states with the most active hate groups per million
residents; Nebraska topped the list with 9 — i.e., 4.58 hate
groups per million residents.
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84%
OF TRI-FAITH SURVEY RESPONDENTS 

SAID THEY HAPPEN TO 

PERSONALLY KNOW A MUSLIM, 

COMPARED TO JUST

47%
OF AMERICANS SURVEYED IN 2019*

*PEW RESEARCH CENTER

7



6,686
people attended Tri-Faith

events in 2022

625
tour attendees in 2022

5,320
pounds of produce

harvested from Tri-Faith
Unity Garden and Hope

Orchard in 2022

12,272 
views of virtual programs 

(across Facebook and
YouTube) in 2022
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On September 11, 2022, United We Walk brought
together spiritual leaders and pillars of diverse
communities from across Omaha to lead the public in
a celebration of the city’s diversity and a call to build
an even more inclusive community. 

Standing shoulder to shoulder on stage, their
message was clear: as we remember the tragic events
of 9/11 and the deadly aftermath, we declare that
fear, hatred and violence will not stand in our
community; we are stronger together.

UNITED WE WALK: A BONAFIDE SUCCESS

100+
INTERSECTIONAL IDENTITIES

PROUDLY REPRESENTED 

89
UNIQUE ORGANIZATIONS

COMPRISING AN
INTERFAITH COALITION 

$150K
IN FUNDS RAISED FOR 
TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE

2,200+
WALKERS IN ATTENDANCE

After completing the walk route, participants
explored the Commons. Nearly 1,000 people toured
American Muslim Institute; for many of those visitors,
it was the first time they had ever been inside a
mosque or asked a Muslim faith-based questions. 

There were roughly 200 tours of Temple Israel; many
more visited Temple Israel’s event booth to learn
about Reform Judaism and the Jewish High Holy
Days, as well as taste homemade honey cakes. 

The foyer of Countryside Community Church was
chock-full for an hour and a half; visitors enjoyed the
LGBTQIA+-affirming church’s choice of
entertainment: a drag queen story hour.
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On June 9, 2022, more than 170 people from across the country met on the Tri-Faith Commons for Omaha's first
Race, Religion & Social Justice (RRSJ) Conference. The inaugural theme was Harm, Healing, and Hope.

Co-hosted by Tri-Faith Initiative and the University of Nebraska Omaha's Department of Religious Studies, RRSJ
2022 brought a diverse group of interdisciplinary scholars; diversity, equity, access, and inclusion (DEAI)
practitioners; community and civic leaders; and corporate executives together to spark cross-sector collaboration in
the Midwest. 

Areas of focus included belief, behavior, and belonging; religious pluralism; intersectional identities; postcolonial
formations of power and whiteness; race, truth, and reconciliation; identity formation; collaboration and conflict;
and bridging differences.

84%
OF SURVEY RESPONDENTS  

SAID THEY WOULD 

TO A FRIEND  

RECOMMEND RRSJ

Opportunities like the Tri-Faith Initiative’s Race, Religion, and
Social Justice Conference offer us a chance to be part of the
solution. To build bridges of understanding and hope, we can
find pathways to reconciliation. But it starts with us. It is not
our fault, but it is our responsibility."
– Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin, Rabbi at Temple Israel

THE POWER OF THE RACE, RELIGION &
SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE (RRSJ) 
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UNITY GARDEN & HOPE ORCHARD

MAKING THE FAMILIAR STRANGE

ABRAHAM'S WHITEBOARD

OPEN HEARTS

A SNAPSHOT OF OUR WORK

Tended by volunteers from the Tri-Faith
Commons and the wider Omaha Community,

the Tri-Faith Unity Garden has provided
literal tons of fresh produce for community

pantries and families every year since its
inception in 2019. 

An opportunity for interfaith dialogue that
inspires people of different religious and

nonreligious backgrounds to read the same
text together and discuss their personal or

congregational interpretations.

A monthly program for special topics in
religious literacy, ranging from specific

religious movements to broad concepts, with
special emphasis on the social, political, and
cultural impacts of Judaism, Christianity, and

Islam; different religions are also explored.

For each Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open
Conversations episode, Executive Director
Wendy Goldberg invites national experts

and/or local community leaders to discuss
approaches to wellness and invite common

action on timely issues.
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Total Operating/Program Revenue for FY22:

$997,461

Total Expenses for FY22:

$973,861

Grants Total
$621,019

Individual One-time or Recurring Giving Total
$153,237

Special Event/Corporate Income
$135,344

In-kind/Other Income
$53,119

Earned Income
$34,742

Program Expenses
$790,983

Operating Expenses
$182,878

2022 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE'S 

Cash in Hand
Entering FY23:

$306,794
14



THANK YOU TO OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS!
Stephen Abraham
Mike Abramson
Roberta Ackerson
Hina Agarwal
Rochelle Aikens
Joanna & Jacob Alexander
Laura Alexander
Cherise Alexander Adams
Joan Allen
Michael & Laura Alley
Ann & Richard Anderson
Carla & Tim Anderson
Anita Andres
Mary Andrews
Tina Andrews
Rabbi Batsheva Appel
Katrina April Wulf
Ilene Arnold
Ann Ashford
In memory of Brad Ashford
Gwenniviere Wistar Aspen
Deidre Austin
Erin & Tamir Ayad
In memory of Elyce Azriel
Rabbi Aryeh Azriel
Janelle & Mike Baber
Jeanne Backlund
Stefanie Baguian
Catherine Baker
Kevin Balter
Arnie Ban
Preeta Bansal
Joseph & Anne Barker
Kristin Bass
Jean Bates
Michael & Amy Baumann
Cindy & Mogens Bay
Pam Beall
Nancy & George Behringer
Ashley Bender
Amy Bennett
Ash Bentley
Rabbi Deana & Jared Berezin
Gregory Berger
Laura Berkson
Gary Bernhardt
Mary & Tom Bernstein
Stuart Bernstein
Rita Bianchi
Kathy Bigsby Moore
Andrea Bills
Tammi Bishop
Marvin Bittner
Joe Black
Lisa Black
John Blecher
Marcia Blum
Hope Bohlmann
Jennifer Hamann & Mario Boschi
Emma Boyd
Carole Boye
Liz & Jack Boyer
Lori Boyle
Danielle & Dana Bradford
Patricia & D.C. "Woody" Bradford
Barbara & Donald Bredthauer
Becki Brenner
Peter Brodkey
Miriam Brooks

Patty Pansing Brooks
Deborah Brower
Allison Brown-Corson & James
Brown
Dorothy Brown
Steve Brown
Courtney Bruntz
William Bucy
Angela Bunten
Ann & David Burkholder
The Right Reverend Joe Burnett
Dori Bush
Christina Camden
Sandy Cameron
Barbara Carlson
Bobbie Carlson
Sarah & Bill Carver
Samantha Carwyn
Anna Castner Wightman
Leslie Cavanaugh
Leah Cech
Debra Chadwick
Janice & Paul Chaffee
Leah Whitney Chavez
Jill Champley
Pauline Chandler
Kwang Chang
Seth Chappell
Jack Cheloha
Sheila Christ
Brandi Christie
Vanessa Clark
Countess Clarke Cooper
Geoffrey Clouthier
Korie Cochran
Elizabeth Codina
Cheri Cody
Dana Cohn
Doris Cohn
Shelley Smith & Dr. Edward Cohn
Ann Cole
Janet Coleman
Shari Collins
Silvia & William Conley
Jasmine Conrad Moseley
Clarke Cooper
Jeffrey Cooper
Justin & Joan Cooper
John Corrigan
Mindy Cotner
Amy Cotton
Alison Freifeld & Kenneth Cowan
Allison & Kenneth Cowan
Dr. Suzan & Dr. Ian Crabb
Lois Cramer Partridge
Michael Creti
Olivia Crimiel-Minor
Diane Crone
Laura Crosby
Kirk Cryer
Camille & Wayne Culp
Virginia Curley
Teresa & Mark D'Agostino
Lynn Danielson
David & Barbara Daughton
D A Davidson
Susan & T. David Davies
Amillionara Davis
Joyce Davis

Kim Del Ree Oldenhuis
Jill DeTavernier
Kathryn Lalley & William Dewell
Julie DeWitt
Jean Douchey
Roger Downer
Skip Drake
Roxanne & Mark Draper
Marc DuBois
Ann & David Duey
Shari Duminy
Mary Kay Dunmire
Gina Durfee
Doug Dushan
Rachel & Gill Dysico
Addison Eby
Pam Eby
Nancy Eicher
Jill & Tom Eilers
Teresa Eirinberg
Megan Eley
Gary Eller
Eric Elnes
Rand Engel
Gloria Epps
Robert & Barbara Epstein
Allison & Guy Evans
Jean & Tory Ewing
Kristin & Matthew Faier
Judith Feigin
Richard Fellman
Mary Ferdig
Chris Feuerbach
Marian Fey
Carol Fichter
Mary Caroline Fieber
Muriel & Maurice Finegold
Connie Finney
Cordula & Alan Fisher
Sandra Fisher
Rochelle Fishman
Mary Jane Fitch
Aubrey & Connie Fitzke
Claire & Pierre Flatowicz
Nancy Flearl
Edward Fogerty
Pamela Font Gabel
Ryan Foor
Denise Forrest
Lauren Foster
Shelly Fox
Alan Frank
Erlene Frank
Sonja Franziska Tutsch
Allyson Freeman
Lucile Freeman
Laura French
Jeremy Fricke
Michael Fricke
Sophie Ambrose & Jimmy Friedlander
Ike & Roz Friendman
Carla Frisch
Marlen Frost
Sarah & Christian Fruehling
Jeannette Gabriel
Nili Gafni
Richard Galusha
Kathleen Gast
Jennie Gates Beckman

Barbara Gauld
Harry P Gaylord III
Jane Gehringer
Larry Gendler
Gary George
Joe Gerstandt
Daniel & Sarah Gilbert
Jim Gilbert
Jennifer & John Glazer
Rebecca Gleisberg
Cindy & Bruce Goldberg
Wendy & David Goldberg
Susan & Harry Goldsmith
Andi and Don Goldstein
Dinah & Steve Gomez
Jennifer & Scott Goodman
Andie Gordman
Elly Gordman
William Graham
Janet Grange
Karen & Gary Gray
Monica Green
Cynthia Greenberg
Joy & Robert Greenberg
Nancy & Don Greenberg
Rev. Stephen Griffith
Theresa Gruber
Mary Gubbels
Shannon Gubbels
Daniel Gutman
Roberta Wilhelm & Vic Gutman
Rosie Zweiback & Mace Hack
Jodie Haferbier McGill
Carol & Howard Hahn
Kitty Hahn-Campanella
Linda & Todd Hall
Marianne Hall
John Hamann
Sarah Hamik
Rebecca Hamilton
Kelly Hanneman
Jim Harmon
Ronan Harris
Traci & Timothy Harrison
Naomi Harrison-Carlson
Douglas Hastings
Therese Hautzinger
Nina & Dan Hayes
A. Haynes
John Hazuka
Dorris Hecht Heaston
Nuri Heckler
Timothy Held
Morgan Helton
Matthew Henkes
Kate Hennessy Keimig
Keith Henzten
Rev. Dr. Keith Herron
Matt Herzog
Shari Hess
Betsy Baker & Richard Heyman
Deborah Hickman
Jane Hightower
Diane Hill
Eboni Hill
Rose Hill Dorr
Stanley Hille
Colleen Hoarty
Gerald & Leslie Hoberman
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OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS (CONT.)
Katie Hodges
Marilyn Hoegemeyer
Jena Hoffman
Trisha Hoffman-Ahrens
Martha Hoig
Beverly Homig
Dennis Hopple
Kai Horn
Maureen & Mike Hornacek
Beverly Horndig
Carol Horner
Maria Horner
Beverly Hornig
Judy Hoscheid
Sheryl Houston
Jane Howard
Stephanie Howard
Anne Hubbard
Curtis Hutt
Lisa Jackson
Yasmine Jakmouj
James & Patricia Jansen
Muhammad Javaid
Nuzhat Mahmood & Muhammad Javaid
Jean Jean
Lynne & Patrick Jensen
Steven Jensen
Julie Jimenez
Kim Johansen
Alexis Johnson
Cindy & Marshall Johnson
Elaine Johnson
Elizabeth & Paul Johnson
Paul Johnson
Sondra Johnson
W. Todd Johnson
PJ Johnston
Candias Jones
Elizabeth & Joseph Jones
Fran & Richard Juro
Sofia JW
Amy & John Kampfe
Sally Kaplan
Reva & Keith Karstens
Jon Kathol
Janet Katz
Laura Kaufmann
Will Kaufmann
The Kavich Family
Jeffrey Kazmierski
Timothy Keller
Elizabeth Kelley
Suzanne Kelley
Ralph Kellogg
Barb & Michael Kelly
Tom Kelly
Dr. Ali Khan
Karim & Olfa Khayati
Joanne Kim
Suzanne King
Erika Kirby
Mark Kirchhoff
Maxine Kirshenbaum
Ben Kittrell
Lori Kitzing
Alice Klein
Sarah Klein Masterson
Mr. & Mrs. Klettke
Gail & Kyle Knapp
Rebecca Knightly
Mihaela & Brett Kobjerowski

Heather McDonald Voorman
Richard McFayden
Sean McGhee
Courtney McLean
Patrick McNamara
Mary Megel
Mary Fraser & Ray Meints
Chris Menefee
Michele Merrill
Beth Metcalf
Denise & Jon Meyers
Tamara Meyers
Anne Meysenburg
Gayle Milder
Lois R Milder
Darcy Miller
Jeanne Miller
A. T. Milller
Patricia Mogil
Marisa Montgomery
Michelle Moore
Ronald & Jane Moore
Linda Moorman
Julie Morris
Nona Morrison
Nagaraju Mudhelli
Mary Ellen Mulcahy
Joe Murphy
Rebecca Murray
Anne Nagosky
Ann & Kevin Naylor
Angela Nebuda
Laura-Lee & Howard Needelman
Kyrie Nehls
Bob & Betsy Nelson
Phyllis & E. Robert Newman
Sharee & Murray Newman
Reo Newring
Nancy & Marc Nichols
Tom Niemann
Marta Nieves
Karin Nilsson
Nancy Nogg
Sandy & Alan Nogg
Leslie Norman
Marion Norman
Cheryl Norton
Helen Novak
Julie Novak
Martha Nunn
Elisha O'Brien
Renee O'Brien
Kerri O'Conner
Jane O'Connor
Maury O'Donnell
Diane Ojile
Gretchen Olson Kopp
Theresa Oster
Rita & Don Otis
Beth Padilla
Ellen Pandorf
Mary Pane
David Pantos
Paula Partsch
David Patton
Camille Peck
Nancy & Charles Peek
Brooke Perkes
Douglas Perry
James L. Persson
Susan Perti

Victoria Kohout
Andrea Konz
Kimbery Kopp
Jason Koranda
Shane & C. David Kotok
Israel Kotzen
Cydney Koukol
Vicki Krecek
Santha Krishnan
Steve Kroll
Cynthia & John Kugler
In honor of Cyndi Kugler
Wilma Kuhlman
Christine Kuyper
Rob Kvidt
John Langwith
Robert Lannin
Marie Larchick
Rachel Larson
Allison Latenser
Steven Lathrop
Kathryn Beauchaine & Jeff Laudin
Jason Lauritsen
Kal & Pam Lausterer
David Lawler
Andrea Lawlor
Michelle Leach-Queener
Linda Leamer
Douglas Lederer
Amber Leed-Kelly
Regina Lehnhoff
Joan Lehr
Susan Lehr
Bonni & Martin Leiserowitz
Naomi Leiserowitz
Jonathan Sebastian Leo
Sheldon Lerner
Bethany & John Levy
Lisa Lewis
Sherryl Lilley
Cynthia & Vince Lindenmeyer
Pat Little
Elyse Litvack
Marilyn Lodge
Sarah Long
Amy Longo
Peter Longo
Jon Lucas
Mary Ludwig
Joseph & Teresa Lynch
Melissa Mabon
Erica Macc
Cathy & Rick Macinnes
Jessica Mackichan
Abdul Mackie
Ruth & James Macnamara
Phillip Malcom
Christine & Sean Malloy
Swapna Marathe
Bob Marble
Deb Marburg
Stacy Marie
Carol Maroney Simonds
Doug Masters
Margaret Mayhugh
Doug McCallum
Janet McCarthy
Janice McCarty
Deb & John McCollister
Patricia McCoy
Alvin McCruel

Mary Peterson
Susan Petri
Sherry Pettit
Lauri Phelan
Amy Phillips
Amy Piatt
Ann Pickel
Ellie Pierce
Charles Planz
Ellen & Jeffrey Platt
Gina Ponce
Norma & Cliff Pountney
Lori Pulliam
Susan Puumala
James Quinlan
Silva Raker
Lachelle Rankins
Wil Ranney
Deborah Reed
Mary Regan
Leslie Register
Kindra Reid
Thomas Reid
Heidi Reinhart
Miles Remer
Hannah Rennard-Ganley
Zeina & Samer Renno
Cynthia Rice
Eugene Rich
Todd Richardson
Anne Rickover
LaTrese Rideout
David Ried
Emma Rifai
Rachel Ring
Angie Ringling
Shelley Riskin
Jo & Atul Rmachandran
Judy Roberts
Kim Roberts
Titus Robison
Patrick Roddy
Anyanna Roderiques
Silvia Roffman
Debra Rojas
Debra Romberger
Mr. & Mrs. Rood
Or Rose
Allen Ross
Debi Rowe
Lindsey Rowe
Sharon & Rick Royers
Barry Rubin
Kelly Rupp
Carol & Rick Russell
Ronnette & Randall Sailors
Holly Sak
Beverly & Don Sarton
Cynthia & Lynn Sauer
Larry Saxton
Esther Scarpello
Tom Scates
Wendy & Andrew Scherer
Polina Schlott
Emily Schnabl
Kristine Schuler
Patty Schulte
Ann & Donald Schwartz
Kim Schwendiman
Amy Scott
Catherine Scott
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OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS (CONT.)
Georgina Scurfield
Kathryn Seaman
Dr. Lourdes & Sheldon Lerner Secola
Sherif & the late Martha Sedkey
Izzy Senechal
Lesley Sepetoski
Francesca Sergi
Erik Servellon
Iris Servellon
Hillary Rubesin & Eric Shapiro
Joan & Charles Shapiro
Stephanie Shapiro Cohen
Graciela Sharif
Debra Shaw
Paula Shearer
Florence Shelso
Shari Shelton
Vicki Showell
Wendi Showell
Lori Shrum
Farah Siddiqui-Hyderi
Harriet (Sissy) Katelman Silber
Allyson Freeman & Geoff Silverstein
Cori Simon
Jeanette Sinram
Jackie Six
Sara Slatkin
Paula Slavin
Jacob Slichter
Deacon Rebecca Smith
James Smith
Jane Smith
Patricia Smith
Sanford Smith
Susie & Stewart Smoler
Kay Snyder
Maria Del Carmen Soltis
Buffie Somers
Beth & Dan Sparks
Elizabeth Sparks
Heather Speck
Dorothy Spizman
Mary Spurgeon
Tina Squire
Sandra Squires
Michael Staenberg
Susan Stainaker
Katherine Stanish
Rabbi Joshua Stanton
Sharon Stephens
Deighved Stern
Amanda & Clifford Stevenson
Tony Stiegler
Elizabeth Stookey
Angela Stottle
Dale Stover
Christopher & Barbara Straman
Palma Strand
Ardith Stultz
Brenda & Mark Stursma
Donald Stursma
Alfred Suarez
Roma Subramanian
Sandra Sueper
Mark Sullivan
Rabbi Deana Sussman Berezin

Mary Sutton
Thomas Svolos, MD
Jim Swanson
Nina & Patrick Swanson
Bintou Taal
Christopher Taylor
Jessi Taylor
Marni Taylor
Barry Thomas
Marisa Tabizon Thompson
Mike Thompson
Ty Thornock
Ruth Tomlinson
Jennifer Tompkins
Jake Torrens
Judy Torrens
Margaux Towne Colley
Katherine Townsend
Tammy Trahan
Donna & Dan Trombla
Tim Troyer
Justin Tyree
Mary Vandenack
Megan Griffiths & Rev. Ben
Varnum
David Vaughn
Terri Vincent
Jennifer & Tom Vinton
Srinivas Vishwanath
Susan Wagoner
Judith & Roger Waible
Cheryl & Jerry Waldbaum
Natha & John Waldbaum
Diane Walker
Theresa Wanek
Kiley Maxwell-Ward & Marc
Ward
Connie & Mark Ware
Shawn Ware
Shavonne Washington-Krauth
Mary Watke
Aaron Weiner
Cassandra Weisenburger
Adrienne Weiss
Larry Weiss
Marta Wheeler
Cori & Jeri Wiedel
Anna Wilcoxon
Jennifer Williams
Lucia Williams
Paul Williams
Steven Williams
Ellie Wilson
Julia Wilson
Mark Wilson
Jim Winner
Lisa & Rev. Keith Winton
Susan Witkowski
Courtney Wittstruck
Carol Wood
Joan Wood
Joan & Stuart Wood
Amy Worth
Annette Van De Kamp-Wright &
Jeremy Wright
Pamela Wright

Bonnie Wunder
Joichiro Yamada
Abigail Ybay
Tracy Zaiss
Amee and Ted Zetzman

Abigail Zimmerman
Barry Zoob
Deborah & Speedy Zweiback
Judy & the late Allen Ross Zweiback
Arthur Zygielbaum
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Anonymous

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS! 

Anonymous

Dr. CC and Mabel L. Criss
Memorial Foundation

Shirley and Leonard Goldstein
Supporting Foundation

Milton and Miriam Waldbaum
Family Foundation

Milton S. and Corrine N.
Livingston Foundation

Todd and Betiana Simon Foundation

David Gillinsky and Katherine Finnegan Donor Advised Fund
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OUR PARTNERS (CONT.)

American Conference of Cantors
American Endowment Foundation 
Anonymous
Avidor Omaha
Awakin@Lincoln
Bansal Family Charitable Fund
Bridges Trust
C.L. Werner Foudnation
Carson United Methodist Church
Centris Federal Credit Union
Children's Hospital and Medical Center
Christian Church Foundation, Inc
Church of the Bretheren
Coaching by Amber
College of Saint Mary
Creighton University
Creighton University School of Social Work
Debra Kaplan
Dixon Family Foundation
Doris Lassiter Consulting, LLC
Duchesne Academy
Farm Credit Services of America
Fidelity Charitable
Great Plains Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church
Hammel Green & Abrahamson, Inc
HealthyBlue Nebraska
Horowitz Family Fund
Ike & Roz Friedman Foundation
Iowa West Racing Association
Janelle Roker, LLC
Jewish Federation of Omaha Special Donor Advised Fund

Kiewit Companies Fund
Kosman Foundation
LiveOn Nebraska
Mammel Family Foundation
Methodist Health System
Metro Women's Club
Nebraska Arts Council
Nonprofit Association of the Midlands
Notre Dame Sisters
Omaha Community Foundation
Omaha NAACP
OneWorld Community Health Centers, Inc. 
Omaha Public Power District
Regan & Mike Mackintosh Family Fund
Robert B. Way Family Trust
Schwab Charitable
Slaggie Architects, Inc
Southwood Lutheran Radical Justice Group
The Hawks Foundation
The Right Reflection LLC
Thrivent Financial
UBS Financial Services
United Way of the Midlands
UNMC College of Public Health
Vanguard Charitable
Volberding Family
West Omaha Rotary Foundation
Young South East Asian Leadership Institute
St. Mark's United Methodist Church

Expanding my circle of friends and acquaintances has been the
greatest joy of my Tri-Faith journey. I was drawn by the
resonance of listening to stories of other traditions as a means
of deepening my own faith and have been rewarded with new
friendships, intriguing scholarship, and fabulous food!” 
– Deb McCollister, former Tri-Faith Initiative board member
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Tri-Faith Initiative Staff 

POWERED BY PEOPLE

Tri-Faith Initiative Board of Directors 

Joe Gerstandt, Chair 
Rabbi Batsheva Appel 
Dr. Ilene Arnold 
Denise Bartels
Dr. Hesham Basma 
Nancy Behringer 
Harnoor Dhaliwal 
Bob Freeman 
Rev. Dr. Keith Herron
Richard Heyman
Trisha Hoffman-Ahrens 
Ralph Kellogg
Dr. Ali S. Khan 

Karim Khayati 
Rick MacInnes 
Abdul Mackie 
Nuzhat Mahmood 
Anthony Scioli 
Dr. Maryanne Stevens 
Mark Stursma 
Bintou Taal 
Barry Thomas 
Dr. Paul Williams 
Amee Zetzman 
Wendy Goldberg, Executive Director 
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PREVIEW: THE RELIGIOUS EQUITY SEMINAR
Devised in 2022 and scheduled for a 2023 pilot, the Religious Equity Seminar takes inspiration from the
Racial Equity Institute and reflects Tri-Faith Initiative's increasing capacity to be an agent of change. 

As Omaha grapples with demographic changes and the legacy of racism, healing divisions and building
cross-cultural relationships have never been more urgently needed. Nearly 80% of hate crimes with religious
bias target Jews and Muslims. The Religious Equity Seminar (RES) will provide an understanding of equity,
diversity, and inclusion issues surrounding religion in America through historical, cultural, and structural
analysis such as privilege and marginalization. 

Drawing upon peer-reviewed research and best practices, this two-day seminar will train participants with
skills for applying learned knowledge to everyday and professional life. A primary goal of this program is to
equip community leaders and members to build thriving, inclusive communities that celebrate religious
pluralism as a social norm. 

Importantly, participants will be introduced to the concept of cycles of socialization: people are born into a
specific set of social identities, and are then socialized by powerful sources to play the roles prescribed by
an inequitable social system. 

RES participants will then be introduced to the Tri-Faith Bridge-Building Model (pictured below) in order to
identify where they and others stand in relation to various religious and cultural groups, as well as
envisioning how they can utilize this model to encourage advancement in interfaith/intercultural literacy
and relationships.

Understanding the Tri-Faith Bridge-Building Model 
Adapted from Milton J. Bennet's "Development Model of Intercultural Sensitivity" (DMIS)

Rather than convey the idea of linear progress from the Denial stage to the Bridge-Building stage, this
model is used to reflect a messier reality: most individuals embody multiple stages at once with respect
to different groups, and can theoretically jump from one given stage to any other over time.



RACE, RELIGION & SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE (RRSJ) W/
KEYNOTE SPEAKER CLINT SMITH 

JUNE 7-8, 2023 

ON THE TRI-FAITH COMMONS

REGISTER VIA QR CODE OR TRIFAITH.ORG/RRSJ-2023

2023 PROGRAM SCHEDULE
TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE'S 

UNITED WE WALK: UNITED FOR AN INCLUSIVE OMAHA

SEPTEMBER 10, 2023 

ON THE TRI-FAITH COMMONS

WOMEN OF TRI-FAITH VIRTUAL LUNCH
SECOND MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH

COFFEE ON THE COMMONS
THIRD THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH

MAKING THE FAMILIAR STRANGE
MONTHLY

ABRAHAM'S WHITEBOARD
MONTHLY

LEARN MORE AT 
TRIFAITH.ORG/EVENTS

RRSJ 2023 



TO CLARIFY OBLIGATIONS AND DEEPEN THE
RELATIONSHIP AMONG TRI-FAITH COMMONS PARTNERS1

TO INCREASE AWARENESS OF AND ENGAGEMENT WITH
TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE BY DEVELOPING A PROGRAM AND
MARKETING STRATEGY TO ADVANCE OUR MISSION WITH
IDENTIFIED AUDIENCES

2

TO ACHIEVE FINANCIAL STABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY
BY DIVERSIFYING FUNDING SOURCES AND DEEPENING
RELATIONSHIPS WITH A VARIETY OF FUNDERS

3

HELP CREATE A
WORLD WHERE
EVERYONE
BELONGS

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

TRI-FAITH INITIATIVE'S 
2023-2025


